October 11, 2004

Bristol-Myers Squibb and Lance Armstrong,
six-time Tour de France winner and cancer
survivor, who credits his survival to the many
people before him who participated in the clin-
ical trials that ultimately led to the develop-
ment of the treatment that saved his life.

As Robert begins the Tour of Hope on Octo-
ber 1 in Los Angeles, he will be one of 20 cy-
clists chosen from nearly 1,200 riders who
were eager to dedicate themselves to being a
part of the effort to cure cancer. The Tour of
Hope Team members are cancer survivors,
caregivers, physicians, nurses, and research-
ers. Each of them has a very personal experi-
ence with cancer that makes their efforts all
the more poignant. Supporting and awaiting
Robert and the rest of the riders at stops
across America’s great landscape will be can-
cer survivors, family members, friends, med-
ical practitioners, researchers, and govern-
ment officials, all of whom share the riders’
passion and commitment to finding a cure for
cancer.

To achieve his goal of riding across America
Robert will have to undertake a rigorous train-
ing schedule, battle inclement weather, and
endure physical and mental fatigue, so that
the tour's message—the need to support can-
cer research—can be delivered to commu-
nities across our great country.

A selfless act, such as this, truly deserves
to be publicly acknowledged, and | look for-
ward to tracking Robert’s progress. It is my
hope that in these fiscally challenging times
my colleagues and | will continue to make
funding for cancer research a priority for the
nation.

| offer my heartfelt thanks and appreciation
to Robert for his generosity of spirit, time, and
fortitude. It is precisely this type of commit-
ment that will allow us to conquer cancer once
and for all.

——————

NORMAN Y. MINETA RESEARCH
AND SPECIAL PROGRAMS IM-
PROVEMENT ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. DON YOUNG

OF ALASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 6, 2004

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, | sub-
mit the following two letters for the RECORD.
The Hon. DON YOUNG,

Chairman, Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure, House of Representatives,
Rayburn House Office Building, Wash-
ington, DC

DEAR CHAIRMAN YOUNG: I am writing with
regard to H.R. 5163, the Norman Y. Mineta
Research and Special Programs Reorganiza-
tion Act, which was ordered reported by the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure on September 29, 2004. As you
know, the Energy and Commerce Committee
received a named additional referral upon in-
troduction.

I understand that you will include an
amendment when the bill goes to the floor.
The intent of new section 4(b) is to clarify
that nothing in H.R. 5163 alters the jurisdic-
tion of the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce over the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration (NHTSA). Specifi-
cally, section (b)(1) and (2) states that noth-
ing in this Act shall grant any authority to
the Research and Innovative Technology Ad-
ministration over research and other pro-
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grams, activities, standards, or regulations
administered by the Secretary through the
National Highway Traffic Safety Adminis-
tration, but does not include those provi-
sions within the jurisdiction of the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

Accordingly I will waive the Committee’s
consideration of this legislation. By agreeing
to waive its consideration of the bill, how-
ever, the Energy and Commerce Committee
does not waive its jurisdiction over H.R. 5163.
In addition, the Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee reserves its right to seek conferees on
any provisions of the bill that are within its
jurisdiction during any House-Senate con-
ference that may be convened on this legisla-
tion. I ask for your commitment to support
any request by the Energy and Commerce
Committee for conferees on H.R. 5163 or
similar legislation.

I request that you include this letter and
your response in the Congressional Record
during consideration of the legislation on
the House floor. Thank you for your atten-
tion to these matters.

Sincerely,
JOE BARTON,
Chairman.
COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION
AND INFRASTRUCTURE,
Washington, DC, October 6, 2004.
Hon. JOE BARTON,
Chairman, Committee on Energy and Commerce,
Rayburn Building, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your
letter of October 6, 2004 regarding H.R. 5163,
the Norman Y. Mineta Research and Special
Programs Reorganization Act, and for your
willingness to waive consideration of provi-
sions in the bill that fall within your Com-
mittee’s jurisdiction under House Rules.

I agree that your waiving consideration of
these provisions of H.R. 5163 does not waive
your Committee’s jurisdiction over the bill.
I also acknowledge your right to seek con-
ferees on any provisions that are under your
Committee’s jurisdiction during any House-
Senate conference on H.R. 5163 or similar
legislation, and will support your request for
conferees on such provisions.

As you request, your letter and this re-
sponse will be included in the Congressional
Record.

Thank you for your cooperation in moving
this legislation to the House Floor.

Sincerely,
DON YOUNG,
Chairman.

RECOGNIZING MARCO ANTONIO
FIREBAUGH

HON. LINDA T. SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 8, 2004

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of California. Mr.
Speaker, on December 6, 2004, Marco Anto-
nio Firebaugh, the Assembly Majority Floor
Leader for the State of California, will term-out
of the Assembly after six distinguished years
of public service.

Assembly Member Firebaugh was born on
October 13, 1966, in Baja California, Mexico.
He made California his permanent residence
in 1970.

In 1990, Assembly Member Firebaugh
earned his Bachelor's of Arts Degree in Polit-
ical Science from the University of California,
Berkeley. He subsequently earned his Juris
Doctorate from the University of California,
Los Angeles, School of Law in 1997.
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Assembly Member Firebaugh was first elect-
ed to the California State Assembly to rep-
resent the 50th Assembly District in November
1998. He easily won re-election and was
sworn into office on December 2, 2002, to
serve his third term.

As Assembly Majority Floor Leader,
Firebaugh has been responsible for all matters
that are relevant to the order of business on
the Assembly floor. Furthermore, he has
served as one of the chief negotiators for As-
sembly Democrats.

In 2002, Assembly Member Firebaugh was
elected Chair of the California Latino Legisla-
tive Caucus and thus was responsible for de-
veloping the annual Caucus’ Agenda for Cali-
fornia’s Working Families. He has focused on
providing resources to schools, increasing ac-
cess to health care and affordable housing,
and championing immigrant rights.

His legislative tenure has been highlighted
with far-reaching accomplishments in numer-
ous policy areas. Assembly Member
Firebaugh’s effort to ensure that California
high school students have the opportunity to
pursue a college education, regardless of their
immigration status, illustrates his strong com-
mitment to the people he represents.

As Chairman of the Select Committee on
California-Mexico Affairs, Assembly Member
Firebaugh has done extensive work in estab-
lishing a strong working relationship between
California and Mexico. Through his committee
work, he has launched creative initiatives to
establish a Sister-State partnership  with
Jalisco, a key state in Mexico. He has also led
efforts to reform money transmission services
and disclosures to protect consumers in Cali-
fornia.

Throughout his career, Assembly Member
Firebaugh has continuously demonstrated his
dedication to his profession, community and
family. An avid art enthusiast, Assembly Mem-
ber Firebaugh continues to seek out resources
and facilities to further enable the creativity of
the community to flourish. As a family man, he
enjoys spending quality time with his son
Nicolas and attending his daughter Ariana’s
soccer games.

From one public servant to another, | praise
Assembly Member Marco Antonio Firebaugh
for his service and dedication to the commu-
nity.

————

HONORING THE SERVICE OF NA-
TIVE AMERICAN INDIANS IN THE
UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES

SPEECH OF

HON. MIKE McINTYRE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 5, 2004

Mr. MCINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, | rise in sup-
port of House Concurrent Resolution 306, of
which | am a cosponsor, which passed the
U.S. House of Representatives on October 5,
2004. This important legislation honors the
service of Native American Indians in the U.S.
Armed Forces.

| have the privilege of representing the larg-
est tribe of Native Americans east of the Mis-
sissippi River—the Lumbee Tribe. Approxi-
mately 52,000 strong, about 40,000 members
of this tribe live in my home county—Robeson
County, North Carolina.
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